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these acts of retribution and revealed that, contrary to popular belief, a vast number of those 
women accused were innocent of any sexual involvement with Germans. Further, this form of 
punishment was in evidence well before the Liberation and in fact occurred in most European 
countries, both in the twentieth century and earlier.  
 
My current research concerns the following question: How are relations between men and 
women influenced by wars? I focus on the relations between war, violence and sexuality (for 
example, shorn women, rape in time of war), children born to Franco-German couples during 
World War II, and conjugal violence in 20th century Europe. 
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History of France, Amherst, NY, Cambria Press, 2012. 
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(dir.), La place des femmes dans l’histoire. Une histoire mixte, Paris, Mnémosyne-
Belin, 2010. 
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• « Préface », in J. Robert Lilly, La Face cachée des GI’s. Les viols commis par des 
soldats américains en France, en Angleterre et en Allemagne pendant la Seconde 
Guerre mondiale, Paris, Payot, 2003.  
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