


 After the Second World War, the international migration regime in Europe took 
a course different from the global migration regime and the migration regimes 
in other regions of the world. The free movement of people within the European 
Union, European citizenship, and the Schengen agreements in their internal and 
external dimensions are unique at the global level for the openness they create 
within Europe and for the closure they produce towards migrants from outside 
Europe. On the basis of relevant national and international archives, this book 
explains how German geopolitical and geo-economic strategies during the Cold 
War shaped the openness of that original regime.  The History of the European Migra-

tion Regime  explains how the regime was instrumental for Germany to create a 
stable international order in Western Europe after the war, conducive to German 
reunification, the rollback of Russian influence from Central Europe, and Ger-
man economic expansion. The book embraces a large time frame, mostly between 
1947 and 1992, and deals with all types of migration between and towards Euro-
pean countries: the movements of unskilled labourers, skilled professionals, and 
self-employed workers, along with the migrants’ family members, examining both 
their access to economic activity and their social and political rights. 

  Emmanuel Comte  is Lecturer in European History at the University of California, 
Berkeley. 
  

    THE HISTORY OF THE EUROPEAN 
MIGRATION REGIME 



 The HISTORY of 
the EUROPEAN 

MIGRATION REGIME 

 Germany’s Strategic Hegemony 

 Emmanuel Comte 
  



 First published 2018 
 by Routledge 
 2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN 

 and by Routledge 
 711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017 

  Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business  

 © 2018 Emmanuel Comte 

 The right of Emmanuel Comte to be identified as author of this work has been 
asserted by him in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright, Designs 
and Patents Act 1988. 

 All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or 
utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now known 
or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in any information 
storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publishers. 

  Trademark notice : Product or corporate names may be trademarks or registered 
trademarks, and are used only for identification and explanation without intent to 
infringe. 

  British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data  
 A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 

  Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data  
 A catalog record for this book has been requested 

 ISBN: 978-1-138-06052-4 (hbk) 
 ISBN: 978-1-315-16304-8 (ebk) 

 Typeset in Perpetua 
 by Apex CoVantage, LLC 

  



vii

 Illustrations  viii
 Abbreviations  ix

  Introduction  1

 1 An unstable regime, 1947–1954  10

 2 A new regime taking shape, 1955–1964  42

 3 A shrinking dynamic, 1965–1973  76

 4 A protectionist status quo, 1973–1984  110

 5 A selective and regionalist regime, 1984–1992  143

  Conclusion  177

 Acknowledgements  184
Notes 185
 Sources  212
Bibliography 226
  Index 233

 CONTENTS 



viii

 1.1 The rise of unemployment in West Germany, 
June 1948–March 1950  22

 1.2 The dual migration regime in Western Europe in the early 1950s  29
 2.1 The high electoral results of the Italian Communist Party: 

elections for the Chamber of Deputies (1946 – 1963)  46
 2.2 The geostrategic vulnerability of West Germany in Europe 

in May 1955  47
 3.1 West Germany absorbing most of Italian emigration in 

the Community, 1963 – 1970  81
 3.2 West Germany dominating family benefits transfers in 

the Community in 1965  89
 4.1 Convergence of extra-Community immigration with 

intra-Community migration after 1973  111
 4.2 Foreign residents from Mediterranean Europe in Germany, 

France, and Benelux in 1980  112
 5.1 The rise in the number of Erasmus students, 1987 – 1993  159
 5.2 Russian losses, risk of armed conflicts in Europe in 1990  166
  

 ILLUSTRATIONS 


